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U.S. SENTENCES EX-TAXI DRIVER TO 21 MONTHS I N JAIL
IN CREDIT CARD, SOCI AL SECURI TY FRAUD SCHEME

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and ROSE G LL HEARN, the
Comm ssi oner of the New York City Departnent of |nvestigation
announced that H SHAM AMER, who pled guilty to charges of credit
card fraud and Social Security fraud in Decenber 2002, was
sentenced today by United States District Judge M CHAEL B
MJUKASEY to 21 nonths in prison

According to the crimnal Conplaint filed in this case
in January 2001, the superseding Indictrment returned agai nst
AMER, and a stipulation the parties entered into concerning facts
rel evant to sentencing, AVMER obtai ned nunerous forms of New York
State identification under various fake nanmes, including the
nanmes “Hassan Ali” and “H sham E. Saedah.” According to the
charges and the stipulated facts, AMER then used these and ot her
identities to apply for and obtain nore than 80 credit and charge

cards in various names. Amer applied for the vast majority of
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t hese cards using fraudul ent Social Security nunbers, according
to the charges. The parties agreed at sentencing that the Social
Security nunbers AMER used to open many of his credit and charge
accounts included Social Security nunbers that had been assi gned
to other people and two Social Security nunbers that Amer applied
for in names other than his true nane.

After obtaining nore than 80 accounts, the parties
agreed that AMER then ran up substantial charges on nearly 30 of
the credit and charge cards and then failed to nake paynents,
causing the issuing banks and credit card conpanies to pl ace
AMER s accounts in default status. AMER s conduct caused | osses
of nore than $400, 000 to nunerous banks and credit card
conpani es, according to the charges and the stipulation the
parties entered into.

Judge MUJKASEY ordered AMER to pay nore than $400,000 in
restitution to the various victins of his schene.

AMER, 41, resides in Brooklyn, New York

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the New
York City Departnment of Investigation, the United States Soci al
Security Adm nistration —Ofice of Inspector Ceneral, and the
United States Postal |nspection Service, and thanked the Ofice
of the Inspector CGeneral of the New York State Wrkers’
Conpensation Board for its assistance in the investigation.

Assistant United States Attorney JONATHAN S. ABERNETHY
is in charge of the prosecution.
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